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The Effectiveness of a Proposed Training Program Based on
Historical Thinking Skills in the Acquisition of these Skills Amorg
Students of Higher Elementary Stage and the Development of their

Attitudes Towards the History Subject in Jordan

Prepared by
Saif Sami Fayiq Al Majali
Supervised
Prof. Dr. Yaqub Abdullah Abu - Helu

Abstract

This study aimed at investigating the effectiveness of a proposed
training program based on the historical thinking in the Acquisition of
these  Skills Amorg Students of Higher Elementary Stage and the
Development of their Attitudes Towards the History Subject in Jordan.

This study attempted to answer the following questions:

1) What is the degree of the upper basic stage students™ ownership to
historical thinking skills?

2) What are the components of the proposed training program based on
the historical thinking skills in Skills in the Acquisition of these
Skills Amorg Students of Higher Elementary Stage and the
Development of their Attitudes Towards the History Subject in
Jordan?

3) What is the effectiveness of the proposed training program based on
the historical thinking skills in the history subject?

4) What is the effectiveness of the proposed training program based on
the historical thinking skills in developing the upper basic stage
students' attitudes towards history subject?

To examine the purposes of the study, the researcher selected a
purposeful sample from the tenth basic grade at Ahmad Togan secondary
school for boys at Ammams Fourth Directorate of Education.

The sample of the study consisted of (60) tenth grade students
randomly assigned to two sections one was experimental comprising (30)
students that studied the proposed training program, the other was for
control.comprising(30) students that studied using the ordinary method.
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To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher designed a
training program based on historical thinking skills in its justifications,
foundations, objectives and content and the importance of acquiring them
for upper basic stage students. The researcher verified the content validity
of the program by giving it to a group of specialized examiners.

The researcher designed a multiple choice test to measure the
historical thinking skills for the students of the two groups (experimental
and control) before the beginning of the training program and after its
implementation. The researcher verified the validity of the test by giving it
to a group of specialized examiners. The internal consistency coefficient
was (80%). The test consisted of (35) items.

The researcher designed an instrument to measure the attitudes of the
two groups (experimental and control) towards the history subject before
the beginning of the training program and after its implementation. The
researcher verified its virtual validity and content validity by giving it to
specialized examiners. The researcher verified its reliability by using alpha
Cronbach equation. The coefficient was (0.83).the researcher used means,
standard deviations, and (ANCOVA). The study showed the following
results according to the research questions.

The results of the first question: The results showed that the total score
for the two groups performance of the study on the pretest of the historical
thinking skills was (12.67) which is within the mid-level compared with
the overall performance of the posttest for the experimental group in the
historical thinking skills taught by the training program. The total score
was (21.40).

The results of the second question: The results showed that the
proposed training program was coherent, consistent and comprehensive in
its multiple components. This training program implied justifications,
foundations, objectives, historical thinking skills, teaching strategies,
assessment strategies, and lessons of the program. These were in a solid
theoretical base in theoretical literature, related studies, projects, programs
interested in thinking as well as the researcher's experience in educational
field and sense of the problem.
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The results of the third question: The results revealed that there were
statistically significant differences between the means of performance in
two groups of the study in historical thinking skills in favorat the
experimental group taught by the proposed training program.

The results of the fourth question: The results showed statistically
significant differences between the means of performance of the two
groups of study on attitude un favorat the experimental group taught by the
proposed training program.

The study concluded with a number of recommendations related
directly to the problem, including the necessity of taking historical thinking
skills into consideration adopted by the study to form the benchmarks in
the teaching of history and reduing the number of subjects included in
school textbooks. This will give the students enough time to get experience
based on historical thinking skills. The researcher also recommended that
the teachers™ preparation programs should concentrate on a conscious
understanding of the nature of the material based on thinking and the
importance of historical thinking and its multiple skills in preparing
teachers of history, and thinking of study units based on historical thinking
experienced in classrooms. The researcher also recommended that history
should be a compulsory subject for the secondary stage.
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